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CAG slams CP recast plan

Dubs Project Unreallstlc Says Poor Executlon Marred Redevelopment

Team TOI

New Delhi: In its report for
2016, the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India has come
down heavily on the plan to re-
develop Connaught Place in
therun-up to the 2010 Common-
~ wealth Games. The objective of
New Delhi Municipal Coun-

umﬂeeasmgvehicwarandn&

. destrian movement in the po-
ipula'r commercial hub hadn’t

been fully achieved after the
~ start in 2006.

The report attributed this

‘iaihm?tothe]ackut“realisﬁc

- to non-achievement of the pro-
ject”. Pointing out lapses, CAG
said that the project required
the installation of 64 roofed
. escalators in new and existing
subwaysatacostof Rs80crore,
_ butonly 22 were put in place for
Rs 1117 crore, that too without
roofs. Of them, 14 were rende-
- red dysfunctional after expen-

mmummhon of the fagade in run-up tothe!ﬂlﬂ Gameswa.sdone onlyin
outer and inner circle at a cost of Rs 40.02 crore, while middle circle was not covered, the CAG report said

sive oomponents were stolen.
Halfway through the project,
NDMC also cancelled the pro-
posed two-level underground
parking lot for 2,200 cars esti-
mated to cost Rs 112 crore. As
for the area’s surface develop-
ment plan, only 11 of the plan-
ned 34 toilets were constructed,

while none of the proposed 300
items of street furniture, 10
high-mast streetlights and 36
kiosks were installed.

While the project cost drop-
ped from theapproved Rs 615.20
crore to Rs 477.02 crore, the re-
port said that the Rs 18 crore
spent on utility corridors, sur-

face development, water supp-
ly and flooring of the market's
corridors was either unfruitful
or avoidable, “Restoration of
facade was done only in outer
and inner circle at a cost of Rs
40.02 crore, while middle circle
wasnot covered. Flooringof fa-
¢ade corridors was included in

the plan but not executed, whi-
lethedesired structural stabili-
ty report was not obtained by
NDMC from the contractor
andthe owners were not appri-
sed about the stability status of
their buildings,” it said.

~ CAG also observed that the
129 fire hydrant boxes installed
across Connaught Place for fi-
refighting at a cost of Rs 4.97
crore of the approved Rs 9.5
crore were either damaged
or stolen, “The etﬁcacy of




