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Audlt ﬁnds health
institutions failed to
report dengue cases

objectiveof “any meaningful sur-
veillance”, foundanauﬁ%bvﬁm

‘Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG). Only 289 of
the 967 hospitals and nursing
homesreported dengue data.

“Weneed tounderstand notall
the centres would be treating
dengue patients, so they cannot
report. But, definitely thereport-
ingisless. ’I‘hiscmaweauemde-
miological hindrance as experts
arenotabletoestimatetheactual
disease burden,” said Dr Neena
Valecha.djrectoroftheNatioml
Institute of Malaria Research.

Delhi witnessed its worstever
dengue outbreak in 2015, with
about 16,000 cases and 60 deaths
reported officially. Thecity hada
chikungunya outbreak in 2016,
with9,661 confirmed casesandno
deaths reported officially till
December 10.

The CAG report found that of
the 67,578 positive dengue cases
reported by hospitals between

January2013and December 2015,
only 22 ﬂswmrsportedby the
SouthDelhiMulepﬂCorpom

Oiﬂaeﬂ

“We hm been saying that
there needs to be honest and

quickreportingand early disease
surveillanceand warning,” said
Dr SM Raheja, in-charge of
Delhi’sdengue control cell.
Asperthereport, the munici-

operating
oratory facility for surveillance.

To check breeding in homes,
the MCDs employed 3,358
unskilled peoplefor109.43 crore.
But, they neither supervised nor
monitored the work.

The CAG also found that the
MCDsand the NDMCspent395.10
1akhfor routine outdoorfogging,
whxchisrecomnmn&dmﬁy for

ing drains which is “not envis-
agedintheguideline”, CAGsaid. *
There was no record of usage of
insecticides worth¥79.761akh.
Seventy-four per cent funds—
71.80 crore — allocated to anti-

crore on awareness campaigns,
but the ads were released
bmsmmmmm
ber, meaning after the outbreak
of dengue. It purpose
ofmaﬁngawarm

Also, 67% of malaria circles,
the units from where the field
operations are carried out, did
not have water connection, 22%
did not have electricity and 88%
lacked telephone connection.



