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Home-grown firms such as Adani Ports, IRCTC, NIIF and KEC International have also shown
initial interest
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Topics
Indian Railways [ Private Train

New Delhi: A maiden attempt by the y .t to let private companies run
bassenger trains has attracted more than two dozen firms, including global majors
Alstom Transport, Bombardier, Siemens AG and Macquarie,

Home-grown companies such as Adanj Ports and Special Economic Zone, Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corp. (IRCTC), National Infrastructure Investment
Fund (NIIF) and KEC International Ltd have also shown initial interest in the
government’s plan to let private firms run trains on 100 routes, said a senjor railway
ministry official.

In afirst, as many as 150 modern trains wil] be run by private operators across IOOD
routes, offering world-class technology and services to passengers.
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condition ot anonymity.

The Railways currently runs 13,000 bassenger trains. However, a tota] of 20,000 trains
will be required to meet growing passenger demand, Railway Board chairman Vinod
Kumar Yadav told reporters on Wednesday
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“We, at Bombardier, feel that reinforcement on public private partnerships will gain
momentum in the coming years in India resulting in faster development of railway
infrastructure, including rolling stock. We share Indian government’s vision to
decongest India by rail investments with higher involvement of private sector in train
operations as an initial project and outlining a safer railway system in India," the
spokesperson said.

Alstom and Macquarie declined to comment. KEC declined to comment, saying the
company is “currently in the silent period” due to upcoming quarterly results.



